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racing fans will admit they were
introduced to racing at a young age.
Perhaps it was a favorite uncle who took
them to the track, or a parent who loved
the sport, or even a buddy who enlisted
them as an accomplice for a clandestine
trip to the racetrack.

Recognizing that the future of racing
depends on continually attracting young
people to the sport, racetracks consistently
aim to tap into the “youth market.”
Playgrounds and “family fun” events in the
infield, rock concerts for the teenagers, and
micro-brew festivals for the college-age
fans, to name a few, have all become stan-
dard racetrack promotions. Some of these
efforts are seemingly successful, others just
marginally so.

From the owners' point of view, we
thought it most informative to ask some of
our youngest members exactly what
appeals to them and other kids about rac-
ing. After all, young people have a lot of
wisdom to offer, if one is willing to listen.

Interestingly, among the ranks of licensed
California Thoroughbred owners are sever-
al under the age of 18. This month,
Owners' Circle profiles some of these
youthful owners, giving to them the oppor-
tunity to share their unique insights about
what makes racing special – and how it
could be improved.

Nine-year-old Jacob Anderson-Kester

offered what we thought to be a unique and
innovative suggestion: “They could have a
polytrack playground, so kids could know
what it feels like to run on that.” Think
about it: a sample strip of the synthetic
racing surface – perhaps in the Infield –
would no doubt be popular with adults as
well, many of whom are just as curious as
kids about what it would feel like to run on
the new track surface.

Sixteen-year-old Elizabeth Ellis and 15-
year-old Carly Grether both support rock
concerts at the racetrack. “I think Del Mar
does a great job,” said Ellis. “They always
have concerts on Friday nights. It really
draws in such a young crowd, and that's
why it's my favorite racetrack.” Grether
agreed, but pointed out that the bands are
very age specific. She would prefer to see
more “alternative” or “indie rock” bands
like her favorite, Pinback. “They're more
like an alternative band, so not a lot of peo-
ple know about them,” she said.“That's one
thing they could do at Santa Anita – con-
certs for the young kids.”

Across the board, youthful owners believe
there should be activities other than horse
racing taking place at the racetrack. They
are, after all, the generation that has always
had greater access to information and
entertainment, right at their fingertips.
Ten-year-old Laura Ellis would like to see

“more fun stuff in the Infield,” such as jolly 

jumps and pony rides. And Anderson-
Kester even suggested holding a reptile
show to give kids something to check out
between races.

Not surprisingly, young owners have
plenty of fresh ideas about racing as well.
In fact, they are quite interested in the busi-
ness of running their horses. For example,
9-year-old Tori Mueller is concerned about
small field sizes. “I would like more horses
in a race,” she said. “That way, they would-
n't have to wait a long time until their next
race.”

Grether is concerned with poor public
perception of horse racing and wagering.
“We should spread the word that it's not a
bad thing,” she said. “You don't have to bet.
It's more like a big family/friend activity
where everyone can come and just have a
good time!”

Dolan Mueller had some insightful advice
for owners and trainers in the paddock:
“People get afraid when they're on a 'streak'
that it's going to end. They don't want it to
end. You shouldn't do that, because the
horses –  you're standing right next to them
– they'll get the 'vibe.' Horses have a sixth
sense or something. They're smarter than
you think.”

Judging by their interviews, these kids are
also clearly much “smarter than you think.”
From what we could tell, it appears that the
future of racing is indeed in good hands.
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Carly Grether
Age: 15
Grade: 10th 
Horses Owned: Carly
Effect
Favorite Win: “Carly Effect,
my first horse, won her first
time out!”
Introduction to Racing:
“My family came to the
races when I was a baby; so,
I basically grew up around
horses. We also have a
ranch with horses, and
they’re just great animals.”

Tori Mueller
Age: 9
Grade: 4th
Horses Owned: Red Diadem,
King’s Causeway, Foxy Games
Stable Name: DolanTori
Racing
Favorite Win: “Red Diadem’s
win at Santa Anita.”
Introduction to Racing: “I just
followed Dolan,” said Tori, who
started riding horses at age 6,
and can’t remember a time
when the family wasn’t inter-
ested in horseracing.

Dolan Mueller
Age: 12
Grade: 7th
Horses Owned: Red Diadem,
King’s Causeway, Foxy Games
Stable Name: DolanTori Racing
Favorite Win: Red Diadem’s
allowance race on Santa Anita’s
downhill turf course 2/9/07:“I’d
have to say that one because of
the way she came across the dirt!”
Introduction to Racing: A racing
“fan” since his parents took him
along to the Fresno Fair in a baby
carrier, Dolan’s first recollections
of racing are mingled with memo-
ries of enjoyable family activities.
“I remember a lot of Fridays we
would go to Hollywood Park for
‘Dollar Night,’” he said.

“Age is foolish and forgetful 
when it underestimates 

youth.”
– J.K. Rowling 

Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
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Cover photo: Jacob Anderson-Kester’s 
horse Ceiling Zero winning 
at Golden Gate Fields
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Kyle Williamson
Age: 15
Grade: 9th
Horses Owned: Kyles Rocketdancer
Favorite Win: In an historic event,
Kyle’s filly made her first start in the
same race as her twin belonging to
Kyle’s twin sister, Kayla. It was the
first two-year-old race of the meet
on March 21 at Santa Anita!
Introduction to Racing: Horses
have always been a part of life for
Kyle, who grew up in Hemet, where
his parents own and operate WW
Feed & Supply, and race and breed
Thoroughbreds.

Kayla Williamson
Age: 15
Grade: 9th
Horses Owned: Kaylasrocketdancer
Favorite Win: Kayla’s first horse,
Kaylasrocketdancer, made her first
start on March 21. She didn’t finish in
the top five – but she beat her twin,
Kyles Rocketdancer!
Introduction to Racing: Kayla
remembers a fun trip to Santa Anita
several years ago, where her family
spent the day in the Infield, and
cheered on a horse owned by long-
time family friend, Ben Warren.

Jennafer Martin
Age: 10
Grade: 5th 
Horses Owned: Mister Cosmi
Favorite Win: After losing Mister
Cosmi in a claiming race, Jennafer
is still hoping for her first win!
Introduction to Racing: A daugh-
ter of Northern California trainer
John Martin, Jennafer says,“I’ve
been coming to the races all my
life.”

“ Horses have a sixth sense or something.
They're smarter than you think.”

– Dolan Mueller
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Jacob Anderson-Kester
Age: 9
Grade: 3rd
Horses Owned: Ceiling Zero
Favorite Win: “My favorite win was my
first one.”
Introduction to Racing:
Jacob hails from a racing family. His
grandfather, Dennis Anderson was a
rider in Canada, Oregon, Washington,
and Northern California, and his grand-
mother, Vicki Anderson, was a leading
trainer at Portland Meadows. His moth-
er, Erin Anderson, is an owner, trainer,
and outrider/pony rider. His uncle, Jim
Anderson, is regional manager for
Plusmic, the photo-finish company for
Southern California racetracks.

Laura Ellis
Age: 10
Grade: 5th 
Horses Owned: Slow N Easy, Lady Tara
(in partnership), two fillies in training
Stable Name: Ello Racing
Favorite Win:“All of them!”
Introduction to Racing: Like her sister,
Laura doesn’t remember a time when
racing wasn’t a part of her life.

Is There an Age Requirement for Ownership?
There is no minimum age requirement to be licensed

as a racehorse owner in California. The California
Horse Racing Board (CHRB) requires a parent or legal
guardian to sign a statement in which they assume all
responsibility and indebtedness on behalf of the minor.
Then the minor simply fills out the owners’ license
application and pays the $150 fee – standard proce-
dure for applicants of any age.

Elizabeth Ellis
Age: 16
Grade: 10th 
Horses Owned:
Slow N Easy, Lady Tara (in part-
nership), two fillies in training
Stable Name: Ello Racing
Favorite Win: “ The first one.”
Introduction to Racing:
“We’ve both grown up here, so
I’ve always loved horses,” said
Elizabeth, a daughter of trainer
Ron Ellis.“But I think I really
became aware that I loved hors-
es after I went to the Kentucky
Derby, and I became so 
emotionally involved.”
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Kayla Williamson with twin fillies and their mare.

                                        


