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By Evan Ferraro

What is the customary commission to a trainer on a private sale?
While it is common for a trainer to receive a commission for the sale of a horse, there is no rule or law in

the state of California that determines what percentage commission the trainer should or may receive from
an owner for the sale. The custom, it is said, stems from the efforts and resources a trainer has put into the
conditioning and development of the racehorse.

However, the issue of commission depends on the circumstances of the sale, and is something that should
be discussed between trainer and owner, based on the situation. In the event of a for-profit sale – for exam-
ple, a horse breaks his maiden impressively, and the owner is offered an amount that would result in a prof-
it on the horse – a five percent commission on the total sale of the horse is a common and widely accepted
practice, though owners occasionally decide to pay more.

But like many other business relationships, horse sales are treated on a case-by-case basis, depending on
the standards of the owner and trainer, and the circumstances and ethics of the situation. In rare instances,
prior to taking an owner’s horses, trainers may establish or disclose an “understanding” regarding the
amount of commission they are to receive on a private sale.

Is there an age requirement to be licensed as an owner?
In the state of California, there is no minimum age requirement to be licensed as a racehorse owner. While

rare, a minor can own a horse if they so desire, requiring only a parent or legal guardian to sign a statement
in which they assume all responsibility and indebtedness on behalf of the minor. The only other require-
ments for a minor to be an owner are to fill out an owner’s license application and pay a $150 fee – stan-
dard procedure for all prospective owners, no matter what their age.

An example of one parent to get his children involved in racehorse ownership is trainer Ron Ellis, whose
two daughters, Elizabeth, 15, and Laura, 10, are licensed California owners. Racing under the stable name
of “Ello Racing,” a combination of their two names, the sisters campaigned the hard-knocking claiming
horse Triumphal Entry to two wins in 2005 – a maiden breaking performance at Del Mar in August, and a
second victory versus winners at Golden Gate Fields in December. While Triumphal Entry marked the first
horse-ownership experience for the younger Laura, Ellis’ older daughter, Elizabeth, is an experienced owner.
She owned her first horse, Herbal Essence, at five years old and has continued to own horses ever since. The
Ellis girls’ involvement in horse-ownership can be credited to their father, who thought it would make for
a fun way to get his daughters involved in racing.

One is never too old – or young – to own a racehorse.

Owner’s license applications and guardian’s statements can be obtained from the California Horse Racing Board
(CHRB) offices trackside at Santa Anita, Del Mar, Hollywood Park, Golden Gate Fields, and Bay Meadows, or
by logging on to the CHRB website at www.chrb.ca.gov.

       


